By P. MAYNARD HEATH, M. S. M. A., GIRL, aged 16. In March, 1912 , she noticed that the right breast was growing bigger than the left. It continued to grow until November, 1912, since when there has not' been much increase. At no time has there been any pain. The breasts began to develop at the age of 14. Menstruation started at the age of 15 and has been slightly irregular, the intervals between the periods being sometimes five or six weeks. It is stated that the breast gets slightly larger just before the period and decreases after it. The right breast is considerably larger than the left. There are some superficial enlarged veins, but the skin is normal. The whole breast tissue is lumpy and appears to be divided up into more or less separate lobules. There is no tumour which can be separated from the breast tissue. The breast is not adherent to the chest wall. There are a few enlarged glands under cover of pectoralis major. The left breast is slightly lumpy. There are no glands in the left axilla.
The girl's general health is said to be indifferent and she has a cough, but there are no signs of pulmonary tuberculosis, from which disease her eldest sister, aged 21, is suffering.
The breast has remained in its present condition for the last four months in spite of continuous support and pressure with Scott's dressing.
Mr. MAYNARD HEATH said he had called it pseudo-hypertrophy because it did not seem to him to be a true hypertrophy. It differed in being unilateral, although he thought there was an indication that the left breast was undergoing a similar, but slighter, change, and in not being uniform; there were great masses of breast tissue, which felt as if they had undergone chronic inflammation, and there were glands in the axilla; indeed, they were now well marked in both axille. This condition had remained in practically the same state for four months, and if it had been tuberculous he thought it would have broken down by now. Von Pirquet's test was negative, but that was not strong evidence. He would like suggestions as to treatmenit, as nothing he had done had improved her; should any operation be done? It had been suggested that he should excise the glands, to see if they showed evidence of tuberculosis. M-5 205
